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How do I g et g reat tattoo?
With so many studios and artists around, your decision on where to go and what to get may be difficult.  
Here are a few tips to help you on your tattoo journey.

First rule – find professional tattoo artists that works in city licensed premises.  Tattoo beginners who tattoo out of 
residential homes are usually not licensed and have no tattoo or safety training.  Tattoos are for life and so are some 
communicable diseases.  Licensed studios are required to pass health board inspections and follow guidelines.

The Edmonton Tattoo and Arts Festival is an invite only event.  All artists must tattoo at an elevated level to be 
approved for a booth which means it is a great place to research local and international artists.  

You need to find an artist that tattoos in the style you like.  Finding an artist that specializes in what you are looking for 
will increase the quality of your finished piece.

Have a good idea of what you want but keep it limited in the amount of elements you to include.  Tattoo studios have 
a saying of “five pounds of shit in a two pound bag”, which refers to a client who want too many different elements in 
their one tattoo piece.  You can imagine that things can get messy pretty quick.

Seeing a great tattoo online or in a magazine can give you ideas but not the rights to that piece.  Avoid asking an artist for an exact replica of a tattoo as it is 
someones tattoo already and an artist may have spent significant time creating an original piece for their client.  A great artist can create your own unique piece 
making the tattoo that more special.  

Get something different! For a truly amazing piece, and for those brave enough, give the artist full creative license. This can often lead to some of the artists 
best work as all barriers in the creation process will be removed.

If you have found the perfect artist, have trust in what they will create will be amazing, and try not to direct the artwork 
too much.  A lot of clients reject pieces that are “not what they imagined” but realistically if you want an amazing piece, a 
true artist will push the boundaries and often come up with something original.

Please don’t price shop.  Most artists have hourly rates that reflect the experience they have.  An artist who has 20 years 
under their belt can usually tattoo 2-3 times as much area than a beginner who is cheaper.  This means you are actually 
getting more tattooing done for your hard earned money.  Also with experience usually comes great talent which will show 
in your final piece.  

Always check portfolios!  A portfolio usually contains the best tattoos that artist has produced so if there are “iffy” 
tattoos in the portfolio you might want to expand your artist search.



SHOW HOURS:
FRIDAY APRIL 29th .......... 4pm - midnight

SATURDAY APRIL 30th .. 12 noon - 10 pm

SUNDAY MAY 1st ............. 12 noon - 6pm
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$5 Planet 512
Addicted Tattoos (915)
Adrenaline Tattoo (603)
Alera Skin Care Products 706
An Tattoo Inc. 901/903
Apollo Originals 39

Arcane Coda 39-41
Artatorture Tattoo 710
At Needlepoint Inc. 1012

Atomic Zombie 601/(603)
Axehole Indoor Axe Throwing Feature
BEST INK - Joe Capobianco (305)
Big Kahuna Tatt Shack (716)
Bikers Against Child Abuse 44
Black Market Tattoo (915)
Black Owl Tattoo 711/(713)
Black Rose Tattoo (913)
Body Mods 207/306/304

Bombshell Tattoo 404/406
Bush Whacked Laser 610
Calgary Straight Razor Shaving 704
Calgary Tattoo Company 414/(416)
CAM Supply 810
Canadian Dist. 311
Capital Tattoo 401-405

Creativewood.co 702
Crimson Empire Tattoo 811block
D&M Tattoo Parlour 621
Deadly Tattoos Inc. 817
Diamonds 301
Doing Tattoo 615/617
Dragon FX 411-417
Edmonton Henna Tattoos 812
Eikon 503/(501)
EIKON INK STATION 505/507/604/606
Electric Grizzly Tattoo 718/720
Enso Tattoo 916
Eternal Ink 705/707
Eye of the Lotus 605/607
Glen Hartless (913)
Go Tattless 300
Goodfellas Ink 900/902
Gruhn’s Metalworks Inc. 816
H2Ocean 302
Handcrafted Tattoo Ltd. 714/(716)
Harley Davidson of Edmonton 6/7
Honor Bound Tattoos 600/(602)
Hope & Anchored / Steadfast 307
Human Kanvas 514/516
Immaculate Concept 515
Incendiary Tattoos 917
Inhale Oxygen Bar 315

Ink Addiction Tattoos 815

INKMASTER - Big Ceeze 15
INKMASTER - Chris Blinston 14
INKMASTER - Craig Foster 10
INKMASTER - Jime Litwalk (305)
INKMASTER - Joey Hamilton 12
INKMASTER - Sarah Miller 13
Inkspot Tattoo (619)
International Paintball Group 47
Jamie Schene 16
Kamakazi 717
Lozman Canada Inc. 42/43
Mammoth Beard Co 27
Massage by Miranda (602)
Mechanical Concept Tattoo (905)
Menagarie of Maddness 313
Mithra 18
Modern Electric Custom Tattooing (905)
NeoTat 801-805
New Moon Tattoo Ottawa 500
New World Samuari 402
Northern Mountain Foods 45
Off The Radar Clothing 24-26
Outlaw Beard Products 614
Pagan Tattoo 904
Pixie Glassworks 612
Poch 17
Prairie Concessions 40/41
Proskinz Canvas 818
Pure Romance 700
Rabbit Rabbit Most Auspicious Tattoo 703
Red Tide Tattoo Company 800/(802)
Ritualistics 1000/1002
Rodan & Fields 616
Rowena 303/305
Sanctuary Curio Shoppe 30/31
Scarecrow Tattoo 701
Shell Shock 46
Skintricate Tattoo Company (802)
SkullStore 708

Smoking Js Hemp Shop 37
Stevie O’s Concessions TBP
Street City Tattoos 1014
Strictly Tattoo Gallery 410/412
Tattoos by Forrest 6/7
Tattoos By Robby (619)
The Buzz Bin 804/806
The Fountainhead Tattoo 807
The Sterling Skull Studio (713)/715
The Truth (501)
The Village Ink 906
Tora Tattoo 407
Tyson Mcadoo 510
Under My Thumb (914)
Urge 2 Tattoo 502-506
Vertigo Tattoos & Body Piercing 1004
West Coast Ink Magazine 521
Zizi’s Place 511/513

We apologize for any errors or omissions.
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TattooTattooTattooTattoo CONTEST SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 
11pm Tattoo of the day

SATURDAY 
5:30pm Small color - under 8x11 inches
6:00pm Small black and grey under 8x11 inches
6:30pm Large color
7:30pm Large black and grey
8:30pm Sleeve (arm or leg)
9:30pm Tattoo of the day

SUNDAY 
2:30pm Realistic
3:30pm Backpiece
4:30pm Traditional American
5:00pm Tribal/Cultural/Geometric
5:30pm Tattoo of the day

$10 entry 
fee
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FRIDAY 
5:00 & 6:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s
7:00pm 
The Pinheruppers Show
8:00pm
The Fuel Girls - Fairy Tales
8:30pm
Pop-up Cabaret
8:40pm
Kruella Kraken & Wednesday Adamz 
presented by Eden Exotic Entertainment
9:00pm
Lindsay-Marie Presents: Sugar, Spice 
& Whole Bunch of Fire
10:00pm
The Fuel Girls - Vampires
10:45pm
The Pinheruppers Show
11:15pm
Kruella Kraken & Wednesday Adamz 
presented by Eden Exotic Entertainment

SATURDAY 
2:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s
3:00pm
The Pinheruppers Show
4:00pm
The Fuel Girls - Fairy Tales
5:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s
6:00pm
Lindsay-Marie Presents: Sugar, Spice 
& Whole Bunch of Fire
7:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s
8:00pm
The Fuel Girls - Vampires
9:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s

SUNDAY
1:00 & 2:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s
3:00pm
The Pinheruppers Show
4:00pm
Live Music featuring The 427’s

main stage schedule

featuring:Pop Up Cabaret
Violette 
    Coquette

Holly 
   Von Sinn Cherry 

   Monroe Basil 
   Woodlea




